
 

 
 
 
 
 

Vaccine Updates 
 

Two Doses of Varicella Vaccine Now Recommended 
For complete protection, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) now recommends two 
doses of varicella vaccine. In addition to the first dose at 12–15 months of age, the second dose for children is 
now recommended at 4-6 years of age. 

 15-20% of children who have received one dose of varicella vaccine are not fully protected and 
remain susceptible to varicella zoster virus.   

 One dose may not continue to provide protection into adulthood.  
 A second catch up dose of varicella vaccination is recommended for school age children, adolescents 

and adults who previously received one dose. Catch up vaccination can be implemented during 
routine health care provider visits.  

 When all four antigens are indicated, the use of MMRV is recommended through 12 years of age.  
 A three month minimum interval is recommended between the two doses of varicella vaccine. 
 Anyone who has had varicella disease does not require vaccination.  If break through disease was 

diagnosed in a previously vaccinated person the vaccine is not recommended.   
 If there is a question about the occurrence of varicella disease vaccine is recommended.  

 
Annual Influenza Vaccination Recommended for Children 6–59 Months of Age 
The ACIP now recommends the vaccination of children aged 6 months-59 months each influenza season. This is 
in addition to the 2004/2005 recommendation of the annual influenza vaccination of all children 6 months-23 
months. (see VDH Pediatric Influenza Bulletin for more detailed information) 
 
HPV Vaccine Update 
The ACIP has recommended the routine vaccination of females 11-12 years of age to significantly reduce the 
incidence of cervical cancer. At this time the Immunization Program does not have the vaccine to distribute but 
will notify practices when the vaccine is available and the eligibility criteria. Some facts about HPV vaccine: 

 Protects against HPV viruses 6,18, 11 and 16 which cause 70% of cervical cancers and 90% of 
genital warts 

 HPV vaccine is approved for females 9-26 years of age 
 HPV vaccine is a three dose series with minimum intervals of four weeks between dose # 1 and # 2 

and 12 weeks between dose # 2 and # 3 
 Ideally, the vaccine should be administered before the onset of sexual activity 
 The vaccination series can be started as young as nine years of age at the clinician’s discretion 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 Brookside Pediatrics–Bennington 
 Drs. Peter and Lisa Hogenkamp–Rutland 

Both practices met or exceeded the Healthy People 2010 goal with 80% of the 
2 year old children in their practices being fully immunized.  To qualify as 
fully immunized, each child was to have received 4 DTaP, 3 IPV, 1 MMR, 3 
Hib, 3 hepatitis B and 1 varicella (4:3:1:3:3:1) by 24 months of age.  Great 
work! 
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Vaccination Tools 
 
Putting Together All of the New Recommendations…….. 
Below is a sample schedule that incorporates the new recommendations 
  

When Do Children and Teens Need Vaccinations? 
 

+ = combined vaccines 

Birth 
2 months 
4 months 
6 months 

 

Hepatitis B 
Hepatitis B + DTaP + Polio     HIB     PCV     Rotavirus      
Hepatitis B + DTaP + Polio     HIB     PCV     Rotavirus      
Hepatitis B + DTaP + Polio     HIB     PCV     Rotavirus     Influenza (every  flu  
                                                                                                                                                  season  until age 5)              

12 –15 months 
 

15 –18 months 

MMR + Varicella                       HIB     PCV    Hepatitis A 
 
DTaP                                                                Hepatitis A (6 months after 1st dose)   

4–6 years MMR + Varicella     DTaP     Polio     

10–18 years 
Tdap        Meningococcal       Varicella?       Influenza?       HPV 
                 Recommended for         If no vaccine       For individuals         3 dose series 
                      college freshmen             or disease            at  higher risk          for females 
                      living in dorms                                               for complications    stay tuned………… 

 
New Vaccine Administration Record 
The Vermont Department of Health has changed the Vaccine Administration Record to reflect the use of 
new vaccines.  A supply of the new records can be picked up at your local district office. 
 
Avoid Tetanus/Diphtheria Administration Errors 
Administration errors have been made thought out the U.S. and in Vermont due to the many forms of tetanus 
and diphtheria containing vaccines.  Below is a table to assist in the identification of the vaccines by brand, 
antigen and age group.  Avoid errors in your practice, order the right product and CHECK YOUR VIALS! 
 
Tetanus Containing Products 

    
Antigen Brand Manufacturer Age group 

    
DTaP Infanrix® GSK 6 weeks – 6 years of age 

DTaP + Polio + Hep B Pediarix® GSK 6 weeks – 6 years of age 
DT  Aventis 

(sanofi) 
6 weeks – 6 years of age  

only when a medical contraindication to pertussis exists 

Td Decavac® Aventis 
(sanofi) 

7 years and older  
used  when Tdap is not indicated 

Tdap Boostrix® GSK 10 – 18 years of age 
Tdap Adacel® Aventis 11 – 64 years of age 
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